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IN THE SPECIFICATION 



Case No. 5390 



At page 27 kindly amend the abstract paragraph as follows: 

Improvements in preventing heat- and moisture-shrink problems in specific 
polypropylene tape fibers are demonstrated herein, ar e prov i d e d . Such fibers are 
bas i ca l ly manufactured through the initial production of polypropylene films or 
tubes which are then slit into very thin, though flat (and hav i ng v e ry h i gh cross 
s e ctiona l asp e ct rat i os) tape fibers thereafter. Such f i b e rs (and thus th e i n i t i a l 
f il ms and/or tub e s) r e qu i re tho pr e s e nc e of c e rta i n compounds that qu i ck l y and 
e ff e ct i v el y prov i d e r i g i d i ty to th e targ e t po l ypropyl e n e tap e fib e r aft e r h e at - s e tt i ng. 
Gen e ra ll y, th e s e compounds inc l ude any structur e that nucl e at e s polymor crystals 
w i th i n th e targ e t polypropy le n e aft e r e xposur e to suff i ci e nt h e at to m el t th e i n i t i a l 
p el l e t i z e d polym e r and upon a ll owing such a m el t to coo l . The compounds must 
nuc l eate po l ym e r crysta l s at a high e r t e mperature than tho targ e t po l ypropy le n e 
w i thout th e nuc le ating ag e nt dur i ng coo li ng. I n such a mann e r, th e "r i g i d i fy i ng" 
nucloator compounds prov i d e nucl e at i on sit e s for po l ypropy le n e crysta l growth. 
Upon sl i tting of th e i n i t i a l fi l m and/or tub e , th e f i b e r i s th e n e xpos e d to suff i c ie nt 
heat to grow th e crysta lli n e n e twork, thus hold i ng th e f i b e r in a d e s i red pos i t i on. 
Th e pr e f e rr e d "r i g i d i fy i ng" compounds inc l ude d i bonzylidono sorbito l bas e d 
compounds, as wo ll as l ess proforrod compounds, such as sod i um b e nzoat e , 
c e rtain sod i um and li th i um phosphate sa l ts (such as sodium 2,2' - mothy l en e- b i s - 
( 4 ,6 - di - t e rt - buty l ph e ny l )phosphat e , oth e rw i s e known as NA - 11). Such fibers 
include rigidifying nucleating compounds that nucleate polymer crystals within the 
target polypropylene after exposure to sufficient heat to melt the initial pelletized 
polymer and upon allowing such a melt to cool. Specific methods of manufacture 
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of such inventive tape fibers, as well as fabric articles made therefrom, are also 
encompassed within this invention. 
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